[Dyspnea caused by tracheal stricture following operative treatment of esophageal atresia].
This report describes eight children with esophageal atresia who developed 'dyspnea spells' during feeding. These spells were caused by a combination of tracheomalacia and tracheal compression. One patient in addition had a vascular ring. Common characteristics in these patients were: low birth weight, other congenital abnormalities and a short esophagus. The diagnosis was confirmed endoscopically. Operative therapy consisted of hemithymectomy and aortopexy. In six patients the symptoms disappeared completely, the two other children improved. The operation appears an effective means of dealing with severe dyspnea spells in children after correction of esophageal atresia.